
St Patrick’s Day  
Family Celebration

 

Pilgrimage from Saul Church at 10.15 am 
Family Fun at Down Cathedral from 10.30 am

All-age Festival Service at 11.45 am
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“This year I want to specially 
invite families to join our annual 
St Patrick’s Day celebrations 
at Down Cathedral. There’ll 

be something for everyone and we’ll learn more 
about Patrick and how he grew in faith. I hope to 
see you there!”
  

9:15am  
Holy Communion at Saul
Preacher: Revd Dr Laurence Graham  
(Methodist President)

10:15am  
Pilgrimage from Saul to Downpatrick

  11: 45am 
Family friendly Festival 
Service in Down Cathedral 
With our guest speaker, Nick 
Harding, Irish dancers and 
traditional music beforehand. 
(Quiet space for young 
children during the service). 

A wreath is laid at St Patrick’s Grave 
after the service 

1:15pm
Free Irish stew lunch in the marquee

St Patrick’s Trail
Discover St Patrick’s life story, with clues 
hidden in and around Down Cathedral. 
Prizes to be won!  

St Patrick Selfie booth
Have fun with our St Patrick’s Day 
costumes and hashtag your selfie.

Goody Bag 
St Patrick’s Day goodies for every child. 

Free Lunch 
Join us in the marquee after the service.

Nick Harding
Nick Harding is the speaker at our Festival Service. 
He’s a lively and fun communicator and has visited 
us on several occasions. Nick is the Children’s 
Ministry Advisor for the Diocese of Southwell and 
Nottingham and the author of several practical 
books on children’s work and all–age worship. 

Transport to Saul
From 8:00 am private buses 
will leave from the Mall for 
the communion service and 
pilgrimage.  

+  The last bus for the communion 
service leaves at 8:45 am.

+  The last bus for the pilgrimage 
leaves at 9:45 am. 

+   The last bus from Saul to the 
Cathedral leaves at 10:40 am.

Down Cathedral sits on The Hill of 
Down. There have been churches 
and abbeys on the hill for about 
1500 years!

From the time that St Patrick died, 
people have believed he’s buried 
on the hill. We’re not sure exactly 
where, but a massive granite slab 
from the Mourne Mountains marks 
the spot. 

Benedictine monks came from 
England to build a monastery in 
1183, right where the cathedral is 
today. They left in 1543 (removed 
by King Henry VIII) and the building 
slowly fell into ruin, although parts 
of it still stand.  

In 1609 King James I decreed that 
the building could be a cathedral 
with its own dean but the ruin was 
only used for very special occasions, 
like burials or installing new bishops. 

At last, in the 18th Century, King 
George III and some wealthy local 
families gave money to repair it. In 
1818 the building was ready to be 
used for church services and the 
people were welcomed back. 

That will be 200 years ago this year. 
Time for a celebration!
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+Harold
Rt Revd Harold Miller
Bishop of Down & Dromore

DID YOU KNOW?

FAMILY FUN 
AT DOWN CATHEDRAL 
FROM 10.30 -11.45 AM

Pilgrimage from Saul Church at 10.15 am 
Family Fun at Down Cathedral from 10.30 am

All-age Festival Service at 11.45 am


